
Douglas County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife  

2013 Annual Report  

To The Douglas County Board of Commissioners:  

A report highlighting the issues we feel were of the most importance brought forward to  
the Wildlife Advisory Board during 2013 concerning wildlife habitat, public safety,  
conservation and other related matters that affect all residents of Douglas County and the  
State of Nevada.  

Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife  
 Bob Cook  Chairman   

Craig Burnside  
Mike Turnipseed  
Bob Pohlman  
Wes Emery  

 

Vice-Chairman  
Advisory Board Member  
Advisory Board Member  
Advisory Board Member  



The following is a synopsis of the major issues the Douglas County Advisory Board to  
Manage Wildlife (DCABMW) has dealt with during the year of 2013:  

CARSON RIVER  
The Wildlife Advisory Board has been asked to consider recommending to the Nevada  
Wildlife Commission, designating the East Fork of the Carson River as a trophy fishing  
area. This would be a very special designation. The request is to designate the East Fork  
as a "Catch and Release" fishing area from the California state line to the power dam.  
NDOW is still in the process of monitoring the river to see if it is feasible. There are  
many considerations including water temperature, limited spawning habitat, limited bank  
cover and flows, to name a few. NDOW will bring some of those facts back to the board  
for future considerations. This item is still on our radar and we are hoping 2014 will bring  
final results that will help make a determination.  

MOUNTAIN LIONS  
The Nevada Big Game Restoration Group is operated by Nevada Jim Ornellas and  
Marshall Goldy. This group gave a presentation to the Board on effective predator  
control. The primary focus of this group is to educate the public and NDOW on how  
important it is to the population of our big game herds to control the effects of the  
predators, primarily the mountain lions. It is the opinion of this group that placing the  
mountain lion on the unprotected list would reduce their numbers thereby increasing the  
size of the herds. Currently hunters have to purchase a tag in advance of the hunt. Hunters  
can even purchase up to 3 tags in advance, herein lays the problem. If a hunter did not  
have to purchase a tag in advance many more lions would be expired. The lion population  
was at one time said to be 375 to 400, today they estimate the population to be between  
3,200 to more than 5,000. Consequently, delisting the lions would reduce the lion  
population, thereby decreasing pressure on all herds. We are currently being asked to  
consider the "Greetings Letter" and to recommend that the Wildlife Commissioners put  
on their agenda for consideration.  
This has been an on going issue and needs more clarification. The group now feels there  
is a conflict with the lions being labeled as predators and NDOW charging a fee. There  
thought is that NDOW should delist the lions. Thereby treating the lions as other  
predators and charge no fee to hunt them. NDOW is working with the group to seek more  
information and hopefully resolve the disagreement.  

WAYNE E. KIRCH CONSERVATION AWARD  
For the last 3 years the DCABMW has submitted an application to NDOW for the Wayne  
E. Kirch Conservation Award. We didn't submit an application this year because the  
rules have changed for recipients and we were unable to identify any Douglas County  
residents that fit the profile. We are open to and would appreciate any suggestions from the 
Board of Commissioners as to possible Douglas County nominations.  



GROUND/WATER RIGHTS  
The Southern Nevada Water Authority has made application for many surface and  
groundwater rights on the eastern side of the state, from north to south. The DCABMW  
supported the NDOW groundwater position letter as written. The loss of these rights  
could have a devastating effect on the future of Nevada's wildlife, waterfowl and habitat.  
NDOW has had discussions about grazing rights and the use of groundwater. Wildlife  
uses groundwater that at some point will have to be determined to justify the ownership  
or right of use.  
 
These issues continue to be an area of concern for all Nevadans and we will keep you  
informed.  

RESTORING WILDLIFE POPULATIONS  
The Tri-County Wildlife (Mule Deer) Working Group consists of members from  

Douglas County, Carson City and Washoe County. Craig Burnside and Mike Turnipseed  
are the current members. The name and focus of the group is in a transition to change its  
direction and will expand its role to all wildlife. The primary focus of this group is  
restoring Nevada's Wildlife populations, specifically along the Sierra Front. All 3  
counties have similar issues facing the Sierra Front and we hope to work together to solve  
issues concerning bear populations, urban interface and hunting, sage grouse populations,  
deer restoration and improving and protecting habitat to name a few.  
Craig Burnside will head this group for 2014. One of the current issues that affect the Tri-  
County is the bear ordinance and how it will affect us moving forward.  

BEAR HUNT  
The Bear Hunt for 2013 has a quota for 20 bears with 45 tags being issued. Over 4,000 
applications were received which included over 1,000 for bonus points. The last report we 
received was 14 bears have been taken including 10 boars and 4 sows; most were taken with 
the use of dogs. A new Nevada State Bear record now exists and is also the 19th largest in the 
world taken from Douglas County. None of the animals taken were in the Tahoe area as 
hunting bears is only legal east of the Tahoe Rim Trail. This item is a controversial subject as 
the group "No Bear Hunt Nevada" continues to object to the hunt. The newest concern  
is that it is inhumane to hunt bears with dogs. As many game animals are hunted with  
dogs however, the only concern by the group is for bears.   
 

NDOW BEAR COMMITTEE  
. NDOW has a newly formed Bear Committee. This committee consists of 3 Wildlife  

Commissioners, a member of the public and 1 member from the county advisory boards  
(CAB's). The CAB member is Bob Cook from the DCABMW. To date only 1 meeting  
has occurred with the 2nd just announced to be held on 1/17/2014 in Reno. The purpose of  
this committee is to help determine the status of the bear hunt for future years to come.  
The initial 3 year hunt is now over and up for discussion to continue or not. The ultimate  
goal is to preserve the habitat and protect the species. Future decisions regarding this  
controversial hunt will be decided soon with past records of performance, population,  
health, status and public opinion, just to name some of the criteria involved.  



REINTRODUCTION OF THE LAHONTAN CUTTHROAT TROUT  
The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) along with the United States  
Forest Service (USFS), California Department of Fish and Game (CFG), NDOW,  
Washoe Tribe, UNR, DRI and others have all partnered to help with this very  
controversial subject. About 12 years ago several of these agencies started the research  
and eventually reintroduced LCT into Fallen Leaf Lake. It was not perceived well by  
many as the agencies didn't advertise, get public input or educate as to the need. The  
LCT is the only native trout in Lake Tahoe, and surrounding lakes and streams. It has  
been over 100 years since other species were introduced, which helped eliminate the once  
dominate species.  
This year the USFWS has completed mapping necessary to continue their research. Most  
of the sampling took place this past summer. They did something new in 2013 as they  
went to the commercial fisherman to retrieve some of the samples. This prevented  
wasteful killing of our game fish yet still received the same results. Nothing has been  
published to date regarding the 2013 studies other than emails noticing their actions on  
Lake Tahoe with various sampling activities. There has been no planting of the LCT this  
past season as it has been found expensive. To date the scientist's felt the LCT are just  
helping to feed other species and are not establishing as a population. Still, this is the  
ultimate long term goal to satisfy CDG, NDOW, USFWS and the Tribe.  

NON-NATIVE SPECIES  
As we know, most of the aquatic species that exist in the Tahoe Basin today, essentially,  
have all come from somewhere else and significantly impact the eco-system. The  
Kokanee (land locked salmon), Brown Trout, Rainbow Trout, Mackinaw Trout (Lake  
Trout) and Brook Trout are considered to be naturalized: Nonnative species established  
outside of their native range that reproduce without human assistance. Tahoe's only 
native fish are the LCT, Mountain Whitefish, and several minnows or chubs. The crayfish  
has been introduced and are considered a problem. Lake Tahoe now has even bigger  
threats, recently discovered. Among others the Largemouth Bass has been discovered.  
The biggest threat to be found most recently is the Smallmouth Bass, which is a true cold  
water fish and a great predator. This past summer they uncovered another threat to the lake, 
Gold Fish, up to 5 pounds have been retrieved. CFG conducted several electro-shocking 
events this year, in an effort to eliminate nonnative (warm water) species in the marinas, etc. 
Also many areas have dredged and covered the lake bottom with a membrane to prevent 
cover and algae growth.  

CRAYFISH- (LAKE TAHOE LOBSTER)  
The Crayfish continue to be harvested this year with 4 new applications filed. This  
summer the Mont Bleu Casino held the first Lake Tahoe Lobster event. It was a great  
event with over 400 people in attendance. This activity continues to be in the headlines as  
the current applicant has lost much equipment and his methods are still being refined.  



QUAGGA MUSSELS, ASIAN CLAMS  
 AND NEW ZEALAND MUD SNAILS 

All of these species pose a threat to our region. Three years ago NDOW received positive 
tests for the Quagga Mussel DNA present in Rye Patch and Lahontan Reservoirs. Last year 
they received positive tests taken from water samples from the Ruby Marsh, Wild horse 
Reservoir and, of most concern to us, Topaz Lake. Quagga Mussels are a dangerous intruder 
and a government task force has been meeting to share information and develop strategies 
and funding to minimize risks as much as possible. Bob Cook spoke to the TRPA in 2007 to 
advise of the severity. The TRPA, NTCD, NDOW, CFG the USFWS and all other 
governing agencies have worked together to stop this dangerous intruder in Lake Tahoe. 
2013 was a better year as the samples taken in these areas were proved to be negative. This 
is good news but we have all very aware and are taking all precautions to eliminate this 
predator from our inland waters. The USFWS has been taking measures to eradicate the 
Asian Clam. This is a costly venture but is the only method used to date. The New Zealand 
Mud Snail has been located at the Truckee River and Owens Valley and is on the door steps 
to Lake Tahoe. 

GREATER SAGE GROUSE  
As has been well documented recently, the potential listing under the Threatened and  
Endangered Species Act of sage grouse by the USFWS is a far reaching and polarizing  
issue throughout the western states. Listing would impact livestock grazing, mining,  
recreation- virtually all activities on public lands within the sage hen's range. This is  
especially true in Douglas County which is home to birds of the so-called Bi-State  
population, which is considered to be a separate genotype from the Greater Sage Grouse  
which inhabits 2/3 of Northern Nevada. The USDA, USFS, BLM, NRCS, CFWS,  
NDOW and many others are cooperating in an attempt to demonstrate that listing is  
unnecessary. Habitat identification and improvement as well as GPS Collars are some of  
the methods being used to collect more information about this bird. Predation  
management is another area that has been utilized to help the populations. Sage Grouse  
are thought to be an important management indicator species for the health of the  
sagebrush ecosystem as they require extensive sagebrush habitat for survival and  
reproduction.  
 
We appreciate the actions taken by the Board of Commissioners recently. This topic is  
very important for Douglas County as there are many special interests involved. The  
areas of concern are vital to ORV use, hikers, hunters and the public in general. The  
Champion from the DCABMW is Bob Pohlman. Bob has done an excellent job keeping our 
CAB informed. Bob has attended all the pertinent meetings from Bishop to Reno and 
everywhere in between and has become quite an expert on the subject.  

TRAIL CAMERAS  
The DCABMW had several agenda items regarding the use of trail cameras in the field  
during hunting season. This item has caused many problems for hunters in Nevada  
because of the misuse and violation of fair chase. Our CAB Member Wes Emery brought 
this item to our attention. Our CAB passed the motion and on April 8, 2013 Wes Emery and  
Bob Cook wrote a letter to the NDOW Commissioners asking to put on the state agenda.  
It has now been passed by the CAB's and Wildlife Commission and the LCB is writing the  
language to be included in our future packets. The use of Trail Cameras will soon be subject 
to Nevada State Law and we look forward to seeing it in the future Nevada Hunt Books.  



DEER SIGNS  
The deer are a constant concern for motorists in the Genoa and Dresslerville area. Jeff  
Foltz has been a great help in alerting drivers and making them more aware. After  
analyzing speed limit habits in the area it was determined we could not reduce the speed  
limit. As a result flashing deer signs have been placed on both Jacks Valley Road and  
Dresslerville Road. Thank you to Jeff for his involvement and resolution to this  
continuing problem. This is an area that will increase safety and awareness of our  
thriving deer herds.  
 
This concludes our report for 2013. There are so many items that can be brought forward  
it is hard to not talk about them all. We have briefly discussed the issues and items that  
we feel were the most important for the year 2013.  
 
The following issues have been items of interest and continue to be in the forefront as we  
move forward in 2014:                                                                                                                              
New law regarding the use of Trail Cameras  
Wild horses and burros - Nevada has 50 of the U.S. population -limited habitat  
BLM wild horse and burro roundups  
Grey wolf - exist in 5 western states - a threat to all game herds  
Aquatic invasive species including but not limited to the Curly Pond Weed, Eurasian  
Milfoil, Quagga Mussel, New Zealand Mud Snail and the Asian Clam  
Wind energy - threat to wildlife in certain areas  
Surface and ground/water rights  
Sage Grouse / Greater Sage Grouse  
Hunting bears and with/without the use of dogs  
Feeding of Wildlife is now unlawful  

Please feel free to attend our meetings or ask any of our County Advisory Board  
Members if we can answer any questions, or, be of further assistance.                                                                                
Thank you. 


